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THE COMPLETE HISTORY  

This article promises to cover all of architectural history in a single page.  So let us get 
started.  The complete history of western architecture:  

The Egyptians started it 
The Greeks perfected it. 
And everyone else ever since has been copying them, except for some High Gothics 
and the Moderns.  

The end.  

Perhaps I should elaborate.  

The Egyptians built for thousands of years and yet their influence on western thought 
was obliterated by later cultures.  Their architectural style crops up now and then heavily 
reinterpreted because no culture has had the same cult of the dead.  

The Greek style by comparison has had a greater impact on western architecture.  I left 
the Romans out of my summation, even though they are my favorites, as they were not 
creators of architecture.  They were superior warriors and excellent engineers.  As they 
were invading, pillaging and burning Greek colonies they said to themselves, “Hey, this 
is pretty neat stuff.”  So they copied Greek architecture, transforming it to their own 
needs.  Greek architecture and Roman engineering has created an architectural force 
that has dominated architecture for over two thousand years.  

Gothic architecture purposely broke itself from Roman and Romanesque styles with a 
new numerology and new spiritual vision of what great architecture was.  

The moderns broke away from all previous styles by embracing a machine aesthetic.  

In each era, there are standout examples of architecture that we deem worthy of 
remembering today.  This is either because they were excellent or simply because they 
survived.  Most architectural historians will tell you such design ideas were the result of 
great architects.  But I suggest that great architecture is the result of a strong societal 
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